Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Rail & Transit Division

Federal Transit Administration Section 5310 – Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Program
Program Description:  The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) provides financial assistance for transportation services planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special transportation needs of elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities in all areas – urbanized, small urban, and rural.  The program requires coordination with other Federally-assisted programs and services in order to make the most efficient use of Federal resources.  Projects funded through Section 5310 must be derived from a locally developed Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Coordination Plan. 
Program Statutory Obligations:  Title 49 U.S.C. 5310 authorizes the formula assistance program for the special needs of elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities, commonly referred to as the Section 5310 Program.   FTA, on behalf of the U.S. Secretary of Transportation, apportions the funds appropriated annually to the States based on an administrative formula that considers the number of elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities in each State. These funds are subject to annual apportionments.  The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number for the Section 5310 Program is 20.513.
Program Administration:  The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) has been designated by the Governor to be the recipient of Section 5310 Program funds in all categories:  rural, small urban, large urban areas.  As the designated recipient, MassDOT is responsible for developing a Section 5310 State Management Plan detailing State policies and procedures; notifying eligible local entities of funding availability; planning for future transportation needs and ensuring integration and coordination among diverse transportation modes and providers; soliciting applications; developing project selection criteria; reviewing and selecting projects for approval; forwarding an annual Program of Projects (POP) and grant application to FTA; certifying that allocations of grants to subrecipients are distributed on a fair and equitable basis; certifying eligibility of applicants and project activities; ensuring compliance with Federal requirements by all subrecipients; certifying that all projects are derived from a locally-developed, coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan developed through a process that consists of representatives of public, private, and non-profit transportation and human services providers with participation by the public; monitoring local project activity; and overseeing project audit and closeout.
Eligibility:  Private non-profit organizations; public bodies that certify to the Governor that no non-profit corporations or associations are readily available in an area to provide identified services; and public bodies approved by the State to coordinate services for elderly persons and individuals with disabilities.
Program Geographical Service Area:  Statewide.

Program Benefits:  The Section 5310 Program provides state-of-the-art, fully-accessible vehicles and other capital equipment to assist agencies and organizations in implementing transit programs tailored to the specialized needs of the elderly and individuals with disabilities.
Program Cost and Funding Sources:  Average annual funding - $3.1 million.   MassDOT may utilize up to 10% of the total annual allocation for grant administration.
